The fundamental characteristics of cluster munitions

Large numbers

Cluster munitions contain dozens or
hundreds of submunitions that are
ejected from a carrier and dispersed over
an area, each of which has the potential to

Small objects

Submunitions are typically small and

lightweight.

Compromise technology

The small size of submunitions and their
fuzes imposes design constraints and
trade-offs that make them prone to
failure, including the need for numerous
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Vulnerability

Due to the compromised technology,
submunitions are more vulnerable than
larger unitary munitions to operational
and environmental factors. Among the

Sensitive fuzing

Due to their low weight and relatively
low velocity, submunitions have
substantively less force of impact than
larger unitary munitions. Their fuzes

many reasons why submunitions can fail therefore need to be highly sensitive.
are the manner of deployment, damage
during ejection and descent, ground and
weather conditions, and impact at an

unintended angle.

miniature and delicate components with
tight clearances.

fail. This radically increases the potential
number of unexploded munitions left on the
ground after an attack.

More unexploded ordnance Greater probability of encounter Greater likelihood of detonation
Far more unexploded ordnance will remain after . and handling when disturbed
an attack with cluster munitions than after the 9 The large numbers of unexploded submunitions When encountered and disturbed, unexploded

increase the likelihood that they will be encoun-
greater post-conflict explosive risk. Even with a tered by civilians, and because of their small unexploded ordnance. Unexploded submunitions
low failure rate, the result can be a large number size they can easily be picked up and moved. with self-destruct mechanisms may be particularly

of unexploded submunitions. sensitive.
Unacceptable harm

equivalent use of unitary munitions, resulting in submunitions are more likely to detonate than larger
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A HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM THAT IS DIFFERENT IN BOTH KIND AND SCALE FROM THAT ASSOCIATED WITH UNITARY MUNITIONS
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